PREFATORY NOTE
P LAIS TED first appears in the East India Company's
records towards the end of 1740, when the Court of
Directors granted his petition for leave to go to Bengal
'to get his livelyhood in the seafaring way there' (Court
Minutes, 7 Nov. and 3 Dec. 1740). This means that he hoped
to obtain the command of a vessel engaged in the local trade
permitted to the Company's servants, and implies some
experience in navigation. Later (1747) he declared that he
had been at Genoa, Leghorn, Messina, etc.; so probably he
had already made one or more voyages to the Mediterranean.
Further, his assertion in 1748 that he cwas regularly brought
up and educated in fortification and gunnery,5 including
apparently the elements of surveying, suggests that he had
had some military training. And this is all we kno\v of his
earlier life.
His career in India may be traced in some detail with the
aid of the extracts from official records given in Dr C. R.
Wilson's Old Fort William (Indian Records Series, 1906).
In July 1742 he assisted in surveying Calcutta with a view
to putting it in a better state of defence; and on the death
(July 1745) of the regular surveyor Plaisted was appointed
to the vacant post. He was at that time captain and super-
cargo of a vessel named the Kent. A short experience of his
new duties showed that the emoluments \vere far less than
those to be earned at sea, and he accordingly resigned and
took the command of the Northesk, belonging to the Governor
(John Forster). Just as he was about to sail, however, news
arrived (Sept. 1746) that Madras had been captured by the
French; while at the same time came a message from Com-
modore Griffin, urging that Calcutta should be put into a
posture to resist hostile attacks. Thereupon Forster pre-
vailed upon Plaisted to give up the voyage and stay on shore
as Engineer and Surveyor. To this post he was appointed
early in 1747; and in' February he produced a plan for
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